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of the continuity between the past, the present and the future in which we live. Many of these transitions come to us uninvited and we are caught up in simply responding in the best way we can in the light of our heritage, our faith and our hope. Some transitions come to us because of the normal process of maturing and ageing. Some are brought to us by the circumstances of life, even by the interactions of our friends.
These truths apply also to communities of people. Communities like Anglicans in parishes, dioceses or the worldwide communion of Anglican churches. In communities these transitions are often matters of contention, as is the case at the present time with Anglican churches around the world. The challenge we often face in such circumstances is to know what things we are to let go and which things to embrace. That is a struggle for insight and the fact of the struggle and its tendencies contribute to the emerging shape of the community. However, the essential moral and Christian character of the community is also shaped and influenced by the way in which these struggles are conducted. To debate, argue, controvert in a manner which, in the piercing light of the Kingdom of Heaven, lacks compassion, humility or respect, hardly belongs in a community which is supposed to be defined by these gospel qualities of Christian faith. That way of arguing in fact undermines the essential virtues of the community.
This issue of the Journal of Anglican Studies points to some very important challenges which are part of our current Anglican community worldwide. The nature of the Anglican Communion and the formative role it plays in the life of local communities are present in the article by Carlos Calvani. We are especially glad to welcome our first contribution from Latin America. It is a voice from the edge of the usual noise of international debate and it brings fresh challenges and questions. Ian Douglas speaks out of a missiologist's concerns about the Windsor Report in tones which offer a model of grace in controversy. His reflection is a major review of the Windsor Report and lays out very clearly issues which will need to be addressed in any 'reception'. A 'reception' process is undoubtedly a good thing to have in place to follow up the publication of the Windsor Report. It is to be hoped that it will enable some accurate assessment to be made available of the response to the report around the Communion. This will be a great advance over the fate of one of its predecessors, the Virginia Report, a report which seems to have more life in subsequent reports than anywhere else.
Tom Wright and Mark Chapman remind us of two figures of controversy from the past; Charles Gore and John Robinson. Looking back on past transitions, or putative transitions, provides an opportunity to learn how to respond to current offerings. John Robinson's book Honest to God was a whirlwind best seller, but it is quite unclear what enduring transition it either reflected or encouraged. Testing its proposals at a distance offers an opportunity for a reflexive consideration of the present. The same is true of Mark Chapman's presentation on Charles Gore.
Much of the debate about sexuality sits within a context of relations with Islam. The series of conversations between Anglicans and Muslims that have been developed in recent years is a vital backdrop for Anglicans to the wider encounter of the great religions which is so much a mark of contemporary geopolitics. John Ipgrave's closely informed contribution brings us to the heart of these conversations.
The Journal of Anglican Studies came into existence to encourage scholarly conversation among Anglicans around the world. The Archbishop of Canterbury has initiated the work of a commission on Theological Education in the Anglican Communion (TEAC). The Journal of Anglican Studies supports this project and trusts that it will prosper. It is vital to our mutual understanding that our theologians around the world not only understand each other, but also constitute a guild of service to the churches of the Communion. We need our theologians flourishing and working together as never before. It is therefore a very great pleasure to have Rowan Williams return to the pages of the Journal of Anglican Studies with the Conversation piece in this issue.
